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Biography of Muhammad Javed

There are numerous artists in Pakistan but most of them have limited
vision in the field of arts. However, Muhammad Javed is one of those who rises
above the mainstream (Fig.08). He has shown his multiple visions in various
renditions of arts, This chapter explains Muhammad Javed’s long journey to
become an artist and his intellectual life,

Fig. 08: Muhammad Javed

Humble Beginning

Muhammad Javed, son of Qasim ‘Alf, was born on 3rd July 1942 in a
village Mallian Kalan district Sheikhtpira. The village proves to be significant
as there were twelve millian in the district of Sheikhfipiira. Among these
Millian Kalan was the biggest hamlet and functioning as the center of
agricultural activities. Before partition Sardar Jan Paul was one of the leading
agriculturists of this area. Being a neighbour Javed’s father had a good relation
with Sarddr Jan Paul who was running a business at very diminutive scale. His
mother Ghulam Fatima was house-wife but she was very anxious about the
education of her son.
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vas born in a Rajput family. His grandfafher w:vi:ls a WE”-—kng:‘yn
figure iﬁet]:e village and his great grandfather was 1n fdﬂ;]ls_h A;\(rrr_}f c{ll.inng
British rule. For this his family had pmmmzent' place l‘?:h _1_lar_1 ha anh aved
spent his childhood in his native tuwn.nf dlSl!‘ltft Sh‘el upu!';l W E;el e was
born. Childhood is a golden period {::f]lﬂ:: and_ it1s bl:sls even if one belongs to
low strata of the society. He enjoyed his childhood in an area \:!.fhere urba::;
facilities were not available. He said that there were local gan'fes like meadaf,;
wrestling, guli-danda in his village and he used t.ﬁ take _part in thcsc_ games.
Sometimes there used to be a competition of carrying weight of crops in which
his father’s participation was appreciated many times !:lue to which Ja.ved was
feeling proud of him. He has one brother and one sister who are mghfcgnd
twelve years younger than him. Being an eldest brother, he }15‘3‘1 to fﬂﬂllltillt{:
and provide guidance to both his siblings and also shared a friendly bond with

them.

Education

Muhammad Javed’s journey for proper education started when he took
admission in Government Primary School, Mallidn Kalan district Sheikhiipiira.
He got his early education under the guidance and kind supervision of Master
Khair Din who was also headmaster of that school. During his early education,
he was much impressed by the beauty of nature in the form of gardens, green
fields, trees, water ponds and animals like horses, dogs, bulls and buffalos
swimming in the ponds and grazing in the fields. This actually laid the basis for
the eco-critical perspective that is expressed through his art. Due to keen
interest in observing nature he used to doodle most of the time admiring nature,
which took him towards art. He also used to draw the sketches of flowers,
plants, trees and other colourful scenes. Nobody was there to guide him
properly to develop his artistic skills. After primary education, he took
admission in Government High School, Sheikhiipiira where he had a few
classmates and he found dedicated teachers and good learning environment. He
told an interesting story of his admission in the School which proved to be a
great lesson for him. When his father took him for admission, there were also
other students came from different villages, suburban areas and from the
Sheikhtpara city as well. All were asked to sit on the ground in rows for a quiz.
A questionnaire was given and asked to solve it within an hour. He solved the
gﬁ;li'[;(:;lu[;aa]:]:thﬂn I:H‘;ﬁ* but Sllddﬂ]'ll;p' Chang.:.:d his answers according to the
him to the Head:;dsa:teina: d; i fa:lc.d ' Hls fafe gcft an_nuycfi, i
answers which were corre iy adml_t him by considering his own

ct. The Head Master did not agree. He however, gave
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Javed Muhammad, Interesting games during his childhood. Shabnam Abbasi.
23rd December 2016,



Kashmir Nowadays-July 2019, oil on canvas

» palette-knife, 45x60 cm.
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another question paper and asked Javed to sulve_it, which was successﬁjll‘y
done by him and he was admitted. Muhammad Javed fe.]t .ern.barrassed as his
cheating was known to everybody presi:nt ’Ehera. F rom thts mcuﬁ!ent he learned
a great lesson and decided not to cheat in his future life in any circumstances.

The subject of drawing was in the syllabus of eighth class due to which
he was able to start practicing drawing with the guidance of his drawing master
in addition to his classwork. The literacy rate of Javed’s village was extremely
low hardly up to 0.5% at that time. Therefore, there was nobody to provide him
any coaching or guidance in his studies up to secondary education. Only three
students from the village were going to the secondary school with him but they
were unable to get through and they stopped pursuing their study even before
ninth class.?

When he made his drawings in the village, people gathered around him
and used to praise his skill but his parents wanted him to concentrate on his
study instead of doing drawing work., However, one of his beloved close
relatives rather cousin Muhammad Afzal who lived in Lahore and had great
interest in the film industry, assessed Javed’s potential and suggested his
parents to send him to Lahore for further studies after matriculation. His parents
hesitated because of their financial constraints. However, despite such
circumstances Muhammad Javed arrived in Lahore in 1957 and was sent to
Government Islamia College. After spending a couple of months, he made
eflorts to switch over to the field of his interest, on the suggestion of his cousin.

~ Finally, he applied for admission in the Mayo School of Arts to study
arclhqecrur:. His spirit overwhelmed by artistic aptitude, pushed him towards
artistic option for fine arts after matriculation properly. He told that about two
hundred students appeared in the admission test but only 40 students were
selected for admission at that time.3 There was a Preparatory Class in which

newly admitted students of three dicoinl: : ‘
studied together. plines Fine Art, Design and Architec

mname:l}:ri;g l}is study, the status of Mayo School of Arts was upgraded and
s ational College of Arts in 1958 to meet the new challenges under

the Colo o .
he le;‘;ﬂsl;lin. The brilliant students of Preparatory Class were taken up In
me. Afterwards, there was a Fundamental Class which was

attended by a| the sele
Students whgo were adm{;:f:dslmcms e it i e o s

the Fundamentg Class st dun the basis of their intermediate study. On passing
three disciplines, udents were interviewed for placement in the above

M - :
uhammad Javeq gave his option for architecture but Prof.

2.

———

Javed, Mubammag, pose———
Thid. i Muh{;i .:::D;al Inten.:jew. Shabnam Abbasi. 27th December, 2017.
- versonal interviey, Shabnam Abbisi, December 27, 2017.



Shakir Al who was Head of the Fine Arts Department at that time immediately
said to the Principal, I want him. He was therefore, selected for the study of
Fine Arts instead of architecture during interview.* Thus, he became the student
of first batch of Fine Arts Department, NCA.

He studied under the supervision of Shakir ‘Ali, a famous artist and
educationist as well as founder of modern art movement in Pakistan, who later
on became Principal of the College after expiry of contract of Prof. Mark Ritter

Sponenburg in 1961.This was a turning point of his life of getting inspiration
from his teacher Shakir ‘Al

Most of the senior faculty members were hired from abroad under the
Colombo Plan. Besides Shakir ‘Alf, Prof James Warn and Prof. Mary Lewis
also taught him at NCA from 1958 to 1960. There were also other faculty
members such as Haji Muhammad Sharif, Abbasi Abdi, Jamila Zaidi, Ustad
Muhammad Latif Chughtdi, Niaz Alf Shah, Bashiruddin, Ustad Shafi and other
from whom he benefitted, (Fig. 9). Among them Ustad Latif Chughtai, Niaz

‘All Shah and Bashiruddin were very competent in drawing who taught him up
to intermediate level,

Muhammad Jived was classmate of Zahoorul Akhliq and
contemporary of Bashir Mirza, Nayar *Ali Dada, Ahmad Khan and Salahuddin
Mian who made the history of the college and earned fame in their respective
fields.” Being a student of Fine Arts (paintings) subjects like painting, miniature
paintings, publicity design, history of art and architecture, drafting, printing and
lithography were studied by him. The subject of miniature was taught by Haji
Muhammad Sharif, a famous miniaturist of Pakistan. There were his other
classmates and contemporaries in the department of design and architecture
who passed out in 1962 and 1963,

Muhammad Javed said that in the last year of graduation there remained
only four students in the Fine Arts Department and he was among them.® It was
considered the highest achievement in the field of study, as there was no other
institute like NCA in the country at that time. He also received Government
merit scholarship of rupees 50 per month from NCA during his academic years
of study in Fine Arts and was awarded scholarship for further studies in USA
and other countries during his mid-career. It is obvious that he was the most
brilliant student in his group. Most of the students of first batch reached at the
highest level of their respective fields and enjoyed their fame and respect
except a few who didn’t continue their work.
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6. Javed, Muhammad. Personal interview. Shabnam Abbasi 23rd January 2017,
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